Group Studies
Utility-Proposed Tariff Language 11/12/13
Additional Definitions to Section 1.2
“Group Study” shall mean a modified Impact Study that is performed for a Group of applications whenever two or more applications are awaiting completion of a Preceding Study within a Common Study Area, as provided in Section 3.4.1.  The Group Study shall be performed once the Preceding Study is completed, instead of each application undergoing Impact Studies sequentially.
 “Common Study Area” shall mean a discrete portion of the Company EPS where the operation of multiple Customers’ Facilities may have cumulatively adverse EPS impacts.  The Company shall determine if applications fall within a Common Study Area.  A Common Study Area may include, but is not limited to, an area that: (1) is fed from a common substation transformer, or (2) is bounded by a circuit.
“Group” shall mean all proposed Facilities studied as part of a Group Study or those Facilities’ applicants (as determined by the context). The order of applicants within a Group shall be determined on the basis of the date the applicants’ applications were deemed complete by the Company. The application completion date for the Group shall be defined as the earliest application completion date of any active application in the Common Study Area (excluding applications that have progressed through a Preceding Study).
“Preceding Study” shall mean any study that is required by the Company to be completed prior to commencing the Group Study process for the remaining applicant(s) in a Common Study Area. A Preceding Study shall be deemed to have commenced upon execution of the relevant Impact Study Agreement(s) and the initial payment of the study costs.  A Preceding Study shall be deemed to be complete upon issuance of the final Impact or Group Study report. 

New Section 3.4.1 Group Study Process
a)
This section shall be in effect for a period of 12 months commencing [EFFECTIVE DATE TO BE INSERTED UPON DEPARTMENT APPROVAL] (the “Pilot Period”).  Any duties or obligations of either the Company or an Interconnecting Customer associated with a Group Study that arise during the Pilot Period shall remain in effect after the Pilot Period, subject to the Company’s  Interconnection Tariff and Terms and Conditions for Distribution Service in effect from time to time.
b)
As appropriate, the Company shall require that an Interconnecting Customer within the Common Study Area consider participation in the Group Study whenever a Group exists. The Company shall invite all potential Group members to a Group Study scoping meeting to discuss the feasibility of the Group Study after the initial or screening reviews have been completed for all potential Group members. The Company may also, in its sole judgment, conduct a study for an Interconnecting Customer separate from the Group Study to the extent warranted by Good Utility Practice.
c)
If any Interconnecting Customer within the Common Study Area wishes to continue in the application process outside of a Group or are removed from a Group because of non-conformance with Time Frames or other Group Study Process requirements, that Interconnecting Customer’s’ Facility shall be studied after the completion of the Group Study (or the study of the individual applicant that chose to remain within the Group), even if the Interconnecting Customer  that was removed from the Group applied before the remaining Group member(s). 

d)
Each member of the Group shall pay a percentage of the Group Study cost on the basis of applied capacity (in MW AC of aggregated system design capacity for each applicant’s Facility).
  If a member ceases to belong to the Group, any contributions to the Group Study cost from that member shall be non-refundable.  Time Frames for completion of Group Studies shall be by mutual agreement.
e)
The Company may reassess study costs subsequent to a change in composition of the Group and any increase in Group Study costs must be paid by the remaining Group members.
f)
A Group Study may only commence after completion of the Preceding Study that was in-process when the Group was formed and all members of the Group have met the prerequisites for commencement of an Impact Study.  No Time Frame extensions shall be allowed for any Group member unless all Group members agree to the extension in writing. Should any Group member not comply with its Time Frame requirements, the member shall be removed from the Group. 
g)
The Group Study shall be performed such that System Modifications (whether shared or individual) and associated costs shall first be determined for the entire Group, along with the allocated costs for each member of the Group.  Generally, subsequent to studying the impacts and System Modification requirements of the entire Group, the same study approach shall be performed in iterations for the Group with the latest applicant in the Group removed from consideration. However, if all Group members mutually agree in the scoping meeting, the Company may limit the scope of the Group Study to particular iterations of the composition of the Group.
h)
Once all iterations of the Group Study are complete, the Group Study report shall be distributed to the Group, and the Group member(s) shall decide whether to proceed through the remainder of the interconnection process.  Earlier applicants within the Group shall have precedence over later applicants if modifications that obviate the need for significant distribution System Modifications are identified. Earlier applicants within the Group shall have precedence over later applicants in regards to determining the composition of the Group that shall proceed forward together through the remainder of the interconnection process.  To the extent that a change to the Group composition requires additional studies, the remaining Group member(s) shall pay their cost, and the completion date of the revised study shall be re-estimated by the Company.
i)
Cost allocations shall be assessed on the basis of applied capacity (in MW AC of aggregated system design capacity for each applicant’s Facility) for the portion of System Modifications associated with the Group Study that benefit multiple Group member(s).  This shall pertain to both Detailed Study and construction costs.  The cost for Detailed Studies and System Modifications that are not common shall be the sole responsibility of the Group member(s) for whom the System Modifications are required.  The Company shall not commence any work on Detailed Studies associated with common System Modifications until full payment is received from all affected Group member(s). The Company shall not commence any work on construction associated with common System Modifications until full payment is received from all affected Group member(s).System Modifications costs associated with the Group Study shall be subject to section 5.3 of the Interconnection Tariff.
j)
The Group Study shall not be binding upon any member.  To the extent that any Interconnecting Customers are no longer part of an on-going Group Study or submit applications after an on-going Group Study has commenced, the on-going Group Study shall be considered a Preceding Study.
� 	Any scope and costs of ISO New England studies shall be considered to be separate from the scope and costs of a Group Study.





